MOSLEM SCHISMS AND SECTS

sects would be saved. Some held (among them our author,
Baghdadl) that all would be damned except one, the ortho-
dox Sunnite sect; others held that all would be saved except
one; while still others, and among them leading men? denied
the tradition altogether. Of this group, one of the greatest
was Fakhr al-Din al-Razi the great preacher 1 (d. 1209). In
his commentary on the Koran (Surah 21, v. 93) he says:
" The authenticity of this tradition has been attacked, and it
has been observed that if by the 72 sects are meant as many
divergencies of the fundamental dogmas of religion, there
are not as many existing; but if, on the contrary, it is a
question of secondary teachings (derived from these fun-
damental doctrines), there are more than twice as many.
Besides, some are to be found giving quite the opposite of
the text which is generally admitted: that all the sects will
go to paradise, one only to hell." Maf&tlh al-ghaib [Keys
of the mysterious world], vol. vi, p. 193. Some others
who- disregard the tradition go- to the other extreme. Mak-
rizi,2 for instance, claims that the Rafidiyah are divided
into 300 sects. Ibn-Hazm holds that many of these sects
arose as followers of false prophets, clever politicians and
mystics. As an example of the cleverness of some of the
leaders, he mentions abu-Mughith al-Husain al-Hallaj,8
who appeared to his companions as God, to the princes as a
Shiite, and to the people as a pious Sufi. In this connection
it is interesting to note how often the leader of a new sect
is a maula or freed slave.

Shahrastam, Baghdadl, and ibn-Tahir, as orthodox Sun-
nites cling to the hadith, and strive to whip the various sects
into line, cutting, inserting, and combining, till they reach

1 Clement Huart, Littcraiure Arabe, p. 317.
Ubid., p. 355.

*: Mystic who was executed in 921 (ibid., p. 269).
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